
Licensing Regulatory Committee

RECORD OF DECISION

Date Of Meeting:  23rd January, 2020

Agenda Item: 7 – Cumbria Zoo Special Inspection Update

Findings of any relevant facts:  

 Cumbria Zoo Company Limited (CZCL) holds a zoo licence issued on 11th may 
2017 to operate a zoo at premises known as South Lakes Safari Zoo, Melton 
Terrace, Lindal in Furness, Cumbria, LA12 0LU

 The Zoo requires a licence to be able to open to the public and the Zoo 
Licensing Act 1981 makes the local authority responsible for administering the 
Licence. Anyone running a Zoo without a licence is guilty of an offence

 On 5th September 2019 the Licensing Regulatory Committee requested that the 
Commercial Team Leader and Dr Matt Brash, the Councils Professional 
Veterinary Advisor to carry out a Special Inspection, within eight weeks, to 
ensure that adequate record keeping had been implemented at the Zoo

 Issues relating to record keeping had been highlighted in Dr Matt Brash’s report 
of 17th May 2019 which was considered at the Licensing Regulatory Committee 
meeting on 5th September 2019

 It was a condition of license that the operator of the Zoo keep up-to-date 
records of the animals, including numbers of different animals, acquisitions, 
births, death, disposals and escapes, causes of deaths and the health of the 
animals

 Dr Matt Brash was not satisfied that adequate ventilation was being provided 
within a number of areas where animals were being kept

 It was a condition of license that the Zoo operator accommodate and keep the 
animals in a manner consistent with the standards set out in the Secretary of 
State’s Standards of Zoo Practice

 On the 5th September 2019 the Licensing Regulatory Committee requested that 
the Zoo operator provide a letter from their collection vet within 3 weeks to 
confirm the ventilation in the four areas, namely the Meat Kitchen, Tambopata, 
Giraffe House and Veterinary Hospital was suitable for animals throughout the 
whole of the year.

 On 23rd September 2019 the Council received a letter from Karen Archer BVSc 
BSc (Hons) Cert AVP(ZM) MRCVS RCVS Advanced Practitioner in Zoological 
Medicine advising that she had no concerns over ventilation

 On 22nd November 2019 a Special Inspection was conducted by Dr Matt Brash 
and the Commercial Team Leader. Finds at November 2019:
o  A new daily diary system had been instigated
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o  The back payments to Species 360 had been made, so full access to ZIMS 
granted

o  A part time Zoo Secretary had been employed to ensure data was collated  
and transferred onto ZIMS

o  Considerable efforts had been made to input the backlog of data and the zoo    
was commended for this effort.  There were still gaps including some      
animals not having individual identify and not all veterinary data had been      
entered to date

o  It was important that all relevant data for all animals within the collection was 
maintained

Committee decision:

To note the content of the report and acknowledge the progress being made at 
South Lakes Safari Zoo.

Reasons for decision:

1. Cumbria Zoo Company Limited’s collection vet had provided a letter, within 
the required timescale, confirming that the ventilation in the four areas, 
namely the Meat Kitchen, Tambopata, Giraffe House and Veterinary Hospital 
was suitable for animals throughout the whole of the year

2. The Council and Professional Veterinary Advisor, Dr Brash, had carried out a 
special inspection on the 22nd November 2019. The conclusions of which 
were that: ‘The zoo are commended for the effort that they have put in over 
the last four months, inputting all the back log of data. They are encouraged to 
ensure that all animals that can be easily identified are, e.g. by microchip or 
leg band, enabling individual records to be maintained. In my opinion the Zoo 
are now complying with the requirements of 9.1 and 9.3 of SSSMZP’

Reasons for not adopting other available options:

There were no other options available.

Date:

Signed:

(Chairman)
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Licensing Regulatory Committee

RECORD OF DECISION

Date Of Meeting:  23rd January, 2020
Agenda Item: 8 – Licensing Delegated Decisions (October – December 2019) 

Findings of any relevant facts:  

 At the meeting of 5th September, 2019 Members requested a monthly report 
of the Public Protection Public Protection Managers delegated decisions  

 A summary of the delegated decisions made between 4th October, 2019 and 
31st December, 2019, including those already reviewed by the Interim 
Assistant Director – Regeneration and Built Environment, Principal Legal 
Officer and Chair of Licensing Regulatory Committee, was included within the 
report

Committee decision:

 To note the report 

Reasons for decision:

 The Licensing Committee noted the delegated decisions made between 4th 
October, 2019 and 31st December, 2019.

Reasons for not adopting other available options:

 There were no other options available. 

Date:

Signed:
(Chairman) 


